
Minutes 

St Charles Rosary Society Meeting 

January 7, 2020 

 

President Nina welcomed 25 members and guest speaker Chris Sheetz. 

This is the highest attendance to date! We are grateful to everyone for coming out! 

Nina opened the meeting with a decade of the Rosary.  

After our opening prayer, Nina shared with the group that Father Haan suggested that we say the 

complete Rosary in the church before our meetings. She asked if we would like to start the rosary at 

6:45 in the church and have our meeting in the hall at the regular time, or if we should start the rosary 

at 7. 

It was agreed to meet at the church at 6:45 for the Rosary and move to the hall for our regular 7pm 

meeting time. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

Joyce read thank you notes from Jean Sondgerath, Jerriann O’Herren and the Bontempo and Glotzbach 

families. 

Jeanne gave the Treasurer’s report and noted that even after our donation for the rectory, we still have 

plenty of money. The balance is $10,294.06. 

Chris Sheetz, Director of The Benton Community Food and Service Co-op was our guest speaker.  

She spoke about how the co-op came to be, and explained how it works. Her talk was very informative. 

She spoke of a “God moment” when discussion had begun on the co-op and a building became available 

in Oxford to house it. She also referenced the book Toxic Charity, and Poverty at the Crossroads 

handout. 

The co-op began in August of 2016. It has a Board of Directors and a 7-member Advisory Board. The 

Advisory Board members set the guidelines, prices and hours of the co-op.  

Members must receive snap benefits, Medicaid, or be 70 years of age or more. 

Members are required to work at the co-op, pay for their products, or volunteer at any non-profit 

Agency. This is what makes the co-op different from a food pantry. The members are not given the 

items for free.  

A family of 3 can pay a $15 monthly fee, or work 2 hours and receive probably $100 in groceries. There 

are different guidelines for different family sizes. 

Chris said the members who work are gaining many skills because the co-op is ran just like a grocery 

store with inventory, pricing, purchasing and packaging. The members also gain interpersonal skills and 

management skills since they do much of the decision making. 



Because members are required to work the co-op does, not receive government funding. It costs about 

($5,000 mo. rent) $60,000 a year to fund, mostly by private donations, however; the windmills do make 

donations. 

When asked if the co-op would prefer monetary donations, or donations of actual food and supplies, 

Chris said either. They are happy to accept either, and both are appreciated. Chris also expressed the 

need for another freezer if anyone has or knows of someone with an extra. 

Chris’ discussion was very interesting. 

For more information on the co-op, go to their website: bentonfoodcoop.org, or find them on Facebook. 

Old Business:  

Turkey Dinner 

Joyce expressed gratitude to Betsy for volunteering to chair the event, and although we searched for a 

co-chair, we never came up with one. Betsy wasn’t present at the time, but we were wondering if she 

wanted to chair again, or if she was ready to pass the torch. In the event we are unable to find a chair 

and co-chair, the officer team wondered if the president and vice president should chair and co-chair. 

That is the way it was handled years ago. Michelle Cline volunteered to co-chair and Betsy arrived and 

said she was willing to chair again in 2020. Thank you to both ladies!! 

Jeanne passed around a detailed income/Expense report for the Turkey Dinner. Net income was 

$2395.48 which included $612.00 from the raffle.  

Linda discussed some of the comments in regard to the turkey. Some of the feedback was that the 

turkey was dry and sliced thicker than normal. Several members had negative feedback. Sally’s feedback 

was that it was some of the best turkey ever. It was also noted that there was too much turkey in each 

roaster. It may have been moister if it had been cut thinner and not piled quite so high and had more 

broth. We will need to determine if we are staying with the current vendor or switching back to the old. 

Marsha suggested staying with the current vendor since it is hard to get things perfect the first year. 

Another chance would give them the opportunity to make changes. Our previous vendor cooks turkeys 

for several different dinners and is very experienced.  We will need to make our decision several months 

prior to the dinner to be sure that we get on one of their schedules. It was also noted that we need to 

be very clear with our instructions as to what we want and expect. The more specific we are, the easier 

it will be to have our expectations met.  

Nina asked that chairpersons of the various Turkey Dinner committees consider if they are willing to 

retain their positions for this year’s Turkey Dinner and get back with her. Stepheny and Deb agreed to 

make the potatoes again. 

Year End Reports: 

Funeral Dinner – Jeanne passed around an expense sheet for funeral dinners that included donations 

from families. She also listed the number attending. There were four funeral dinners in 2019. 

Jeanne mentioned that occasionally she will be requested to provide a funeral dinner for someone who 

does not belong to our parish. She has been providing them, and just wanted to clarify with members 



that everyone was ok with that. The consensus was yes, we should provide the dinner. If it becomes 

problematic, we will revisit.  

We now have 10 call lists, so people won’t be called upon that frequently.  

The Rosary Society has a mass said for members of our parish who pass away. 

Cleaning Committee – The committee Becky, Judy, Wilma, Nancy B, and Linda will go over the list of 

those scheduled to clean the church. They may start making reminder calls. Ann offered to post the 

cleaning list on the website. Judy will check to see when the carpet at church was cleaned last.  

Get Well Sunshine Committee – Sally hasn’t had any calls to send cards, but sometimes she will send to 

someone on the prayer chain, or if she sees a death in the paper. She did send a Christmas card to 

Father Haan’s parents. Linda suggested sending a card to Rachel Jones who is on bedrest. 

Publicity Committee – Ann told us about the new website. It is easier to add forms to. She asked if we 

would like to list the committee chairs on the website. Joyce will get a list to her. She also mentioned 

that if you are in a picture on the website and do not wish for it to be posted, let her know and she will 

take it down. Linda would like to get together with Ann in regard to photo storage. 

Decorating Committee – Nina shared that Kim and Brad Deno donated new Christmas decorations and 

along with Deb Wallpe, and Brooke and Brad Wetli decorated the church. Old decorations were donated 

to the Co-op. Next year the decorating committee will do the decorating so Wilma can think of how 

she’d like to handle it. Wilma thought she would open decorating up to anyone interested. It’s been fun 

in the past. 

We will need to find a place to store the trees. A small room in the rectory and the shed are possibilities. 

The Bell Tower is no longer safe. Years ago, they were stored there. Brooke said she would figure it out. 

Welcoming Committee – Linda said we have 5 new families. 

Father had mentioned to her that a monthly breakfast might be nice. We wondered about noise level 

for the CCD students and room to seat everyone if the breakfast is well received. We talked about doing 

it during breaks, but then many families vacation. A decision wasn’t made on this.  

Linda created a questionnaire & suggested to Father Haan we place them in the pews & ask parishioners 

for ideas of fun social events people would like to do as a parish. It would have options and a place for 

people to add their own ideas. Not just Rosary Society events, but the whole parish.  

Decision: December just wasn’t the month to ask about social events when everyone was wrapped up in 

the holidays. Linda and Father Haan will revisit this topic. Father Haan has some ideas and suggestions 

regarding this topic. 

New Business: 

Rotary Club Souper Supper – The Rosary Society was contacted by the Rotary to see if we would be 

willing to provide homemade pies for their supper on February 1st in our church hall. The price of the 

supper is just a free will offering by guests and the pies served for dessert would be priced separately 

with that money coming back to the Rosary Society. After much conversation we decided to donate the 



pies and allow the Rotary to keep whatever money they bring in. They expect 40-50 people. A sign-up 

sheet was sent around for those willing to donate. 

Garage Sale – The officers decided it would be nice to bring back the garage sale that CYO used to have. 

It is slated for April 4th. A sign-up sheet was sent around for volunteers to help out with time slots from 

April 2nd – 4th.  

Sub Sandwiches – On April 25th we will make sub sandwiches to help out our farm families. New this 

year we will offer delivery to one farm member per family who will distribute the sandwiches to the rest 

of their crew. The sandwiches are available to EVERYONE not just farmers. We just know from past 

experience with CYO they really appreciate having their meal prepared for them during this busy time. 

We will have paper order forms and Ann can put one on the Website. 

The meal includes a sandwich, chips, cookie and drink. 

In closing Nina passed around some bulletins from other churches with activities we might be interested 

in attending. It’s always interesting to see what other parishes are doing. If you see something in a 

bulletin that sounds like something we might like to attend, or do at St Charles, please share it with our 

group. 

We closed the meeting with the Our Father. 

 

Respectfully, 

Joyce Hoffman 

Secretary  
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Sally Stacey 
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